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Before using this equipment and to avoid personal
injury, carefully read and understand these
instructions. If there is anything you do not
understand, DO NOT use this equipment, contact the
hire company for advice.
Make sure you are aware of all safety requirements
and that this equipment is suitable for the task you
wish to undertake.
The work area must be cordoned off from the general
public and bystanders.
This equipment must not be operated by persons who
are under the influence of alcohol or drugs. Do not use
this equipment if you are tired or unwell.
You MUST perform a risk assessment before using
this equipment to ensure your safety and the safety of
others.

Wear the correct Personal Protective Equipment for
the task ahead.

Wear gloves when handling this
equipment. Wear suitable clothing.

Steel toecap boots must be worn.

The Rotovator may produce noise levels above
96.2dB(A) Protect your hearing, always wear ear

defenders.

Do not wear loose jewellery or clothing that may get in
the way or become trapped in the equipment. Tie back
long hair.
Inform everyone in the work area of what you are
doing.
Always operate, store and transport this equipment in
an upright position.
Always switch OFF the engine when cleaning, making
adjustments or when left unattended.
The engine produces exhaust gasses that can kill so
safeguard against the risk of carbon monoxide
poisoning. Do not operate this equipment within a
building or in a confined space, ensure adequate
ventilation.

Petrol engines become hot in use so avoid contact
with the engine until it has cooled. Only operate this
equipment in a well lit and ventilated area.
DO not work near flammable materials.
GET FAMILIAR! You must understand how to switch
this machine OFF quickly in case of an emergency.

This equipment weighs in excess of 110kg, do
not attempt to lift it.

Make sure that all guards are present and correctly
fitted.
The Rotovator’s tines can cause serious injury keep
hands and feet clear of the digging area at all times.
Always stop the engine before cleaning, making
adjustments or when left unattended.
Carefully inspect the equipment before use, if there is
any doubt about its condition, DON’T USE IT.

HAVS
Hand-Arm vibration syndrome is a disease

that can lead to permanent disability. This can
be caused by prolonged use of any tool or

powered equipment that vibrates during
operation. For information on manufacturers

vibration levels contact the hire company.
As a precaution, stop working if you

experience discomfort or numbness when
operating the equipment.

Petrol DO’S and DON’TS
DO clear up petrol spillages immediately.

DO store spare fuel in a cool, safe place in an
approved sealed container.

DO leave a one inch air space in the fuel tank
when refuelling.

DON’T refuel the engine when it is hot or
running.

DON’T smoke or use a naked light when
refuelling.

This equipment must only be used by persons
who are medically fit to do so. If you have any

medical condition, are recovering from any
medical condition or suffer from any mental or

physical disability, you MUST seek
professional medical advice before using this

equipment.
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Wet ground conditions should be avoided as the earth
will begin to "bind" around the tines, clogging the rotor
assembly.
Prior to using this equipment, it is advisable to inspect
and prepare the work area.
Pay particular attention to the possibility of
underground services such as pipework or electrical
power cables, check the area using a metal detector
or a cable avoidance tool.
Clear the area of any debris or moveable obstacle
which could either damage the machine or hinder your
progress.
Pay careful attention to head height obstacles such as
washing lines or low branches.
Ensure adequate room around the unit for the
operator to work safely.
Position the Rotovator on firm level ground then check
the engine oil level and top up as necessary.
Remove the oil dipstick and check that the oil level is
in line with the maximum marker. Top up as necessary
with suitable engine oil then replace the dipstick.

The Rotovator is fitted with an adjustable handle
assembly to accommodate the users size. The
handles can also be set to one side if you do not wish
to tread on the cultivated soil.
To adjust the handle assembly, move the handle lock
lever back (up) manoeuvre the handles to the required
position then release the lock lever ensuring that it
locks correctly.
Next set the depth control bar to give the depth of
cultivation required. During use you may need to
readjust the bars position to get the depth you require.
The higher you set the bar, the deeper the tines will
dig. To set, pull and hold the retaining pin, lower or
raise the bar as required then insert the pin into the
nearest location hole.

The C8 Rotovator is fitted with
an Operators Presence Lever
(OPL), the engine will not run
unless the OPL is depressed.
The OPL is also used in an
emergency, to stop the engine,
simply release the lever.
You must lock the OPL in the
depressed position to help
when starting the engine,
NOTE; this procedure must
only be used when starting the
engine.
The clutch lever controls the
tines and drive wheels. When

squeezed in, drive and tines are disengaged, when
released tines and drive wheels will rotate if selected.
The clutch lever cannot be squeezed in unless the
OPL is depressed by the palm of your hand.
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To the left is the Gear Select
Lever, which is used to
select forward, neutral or
reverse drive. To make a
selection, squeeze in and
hold the clutch lever, select
the required gear then
slowly release the lever.
To the right is the Tine

Select Lever. To select tine drive, squeeze in and hold
the clutch lever, move the lever forward to select and
back to deselect, then slowly release the lever.

Firstly, check engine oil and fuel levels and top up as
necessary.

Depress the OPL with the palm of your hand, squeeze
in the clutch lever, raise the spring clip and hold in
position as you release the clutch lever.
The unit is now set with OPL held closed and the
clutch disengaged.

Next, move the gear
selector lever and select
neutral (depicted by the
N) then deselect tine
drive.
Open the fuel tap. If the
engine is cold, set the
choke fully on, if starting
a warm engine, set the
choke half-way.

Set the throttle to half way then two or three smooth
pulls on the starter cord should start the engine.
Once running, allow the engine to warm-up for at least
5 minutes, progressively moving the choke to off,
before setting the throttle to idle.
To stop the engine, set the throttle to idle, disengage
drive and tine drive. Release the OPL and wait for the
engine to stop.

Do not work on slopes in excess of 25 degrees.
If working on a gentle slope always start at the top and
work across the slope, pointing the machine slightly
uphill.
If you lose control, let go of the OPL and the engine
will stop immediately.

Position yourself behind the Rotovator and take a firm
hold of the control handles with both hands.
With the throttle set half way, depress the OPL then
gently squeeze the clutch lever.
Move the Gear Select Lever back to engage forward
drive, note that reverse drive cannot be selected if the
tines drive is selected.
Next, move the tine select lever forward to select tine
drive.
Lower the rear of the unit onto the ground so the tines
are in contact, then slowly release the clutch lever.
The unit will immediately move forward and the tines
will rotate.
Guide the unit in the required direction, keeping
downward pressure onto the tines until they begin
digging on their own.
Once the digging starts allow the Rotovator to work at
its own pace.
Be prepared for the machine to jolt occasionally.
At the end of the strip, squeeze in the clutch and
disengage the tines. Use the drive to manoeuvre the
unit to the start of the next strip.
If the Rotovator is digging too deep or too shallow,
alter the position of the depth control bar.
If selecting reverse gear, ensure the area behind you
is clear. NEVER select reverse gear with your back to
a wall or any imovable object.

Stop the engine at one hour intervals and check
engine oil level and fuel level, top up as necessary.
When cleaning this machine, disconnect the spark
plug lead. DO NOT tip the machine on its side, keep
the engine upright at all times.
When not being used, store the unit in a clean
condition and in a safe place away from thieves and
unauthorised users.

When you have finished, set the throttle to idle,
disengage drive and tine drive. Release the OPL and
wait for the engine to stop.
All that remains is to give the unit a thorough clean
ready for return.
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NOTE
Failure to clean the equipment thoroughly may

make you liable to a cleaning charge.
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EQUIPMENT MAINTENANCE & CLEANING

OPERATING THE UNIT

Edwards Plant & Tool Hire Ltd, Bilton Way, Enfield, Middlesex, EN3 6EJ, England
Tel: (44)+020 8804 3737 • Fax: (44)+020 8443 5767 • www.edwardsplant.co.uk

Information on vibration levels, weights and sound levels in
this guide were obtained from the manufacturer and correct at
time of print. No liability will be accepted for any inaccuracies.


